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COURTEOUS, EXPERIENCED AND 
LICENSED CAPTAINS 


E. W. ROBERTS DOCK 


TEL. 143 ST. MARKS, FLA. 


7 Home of the Speckled Trout 
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by Day or Week 
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Accommodations for 
any size party 
Motors - Bait - Tackle 


6 MODERN CABINS 
For reservations 
write LeRoy Goff 
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by the Editors of Florida Wildlife 
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Fish Camp 


EXCELLENT ACCOMMODATIONS 
FOR FRESH AND SALT WATER FISHING 


Kingfish — Grouper — Spanish Mackerel 
Shellcrackers and Bass 
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Phone 392 or 104 ST. MARKS, FLA. 
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We up here in the North relive our an- 
nual Florida trip in the pages of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. Look forward to getting our 
cepy each month. Like everything about it. 

From the letters we see published, ap- 
parently an increasing number of us folks 
who vacation in Florida are subscribing. 

The only suggestion that we would like 
to make is this. That every other month 
you publish a “county map” with fishing 
and hunting camps spotted. 

RON and PEG STILES 
West Rosburg, Mass. 

I guess we're just too lazy to get out and 
spot all the camps, but we are going to try 
to give you more information on camps 
in the future. 

YES SIR! Here’s my dollar and my re- 
newal to FLORIDA WILDLIFE for the 
next year. 

I have been in the Navy almost 12 years 
and at the present time I am stationed at 
the Naval Air Station Barber’s Field, Oahu, 
T. H. I have been very fortunate during 
my Navy career because it has been pos- 
sible for me to return to Florida on leave 
several times and I was attached to the 
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville for 18 
months. 

I enjoy reading my FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE and pass it around for the fellows 
to read. A number of fellows have written 
to the Chamber of Commerce of various 
towns for information about Florida, and 
one fellow purchased a tourist court in 
Southern Florida. 

My home was in DeLand until recently 
when my parents moved to Leesburg. When 
I am home I spend almost all of my time 
fishing the rivers and lakes of Florida. I 
wouldn’t want to boast too much but when 
I team up with my Dad—he’s been my 
fishing partner for as long as I can re- 
member—we just don’t miss. When I am 
home, you can find us down the river or 
looking for a lake and the spot where the 
big ones are hitting. 

Keep plugging the conservation of our 
wildlife in Florida and I'll see you down 
the river one of these days. You'll recog- 
nize us because we'll have a string of fish. 


R. L. KIRCHOF 
Warrant Officer, USN 


Don’t worry about us plugging conser- 
vation. We want you to have that string 
of fish ... and we'd like to have one too 


if we bump into you down the river one. 


of these days. 
(Continued on Page 36) 
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OBEY, THE RULE 
OF THE WOODS 





* Be sure your cigarette is 
ouf. 


* Break your match after 
extinguishing it. 


* Never start a refuse fire 
you cannot control. 


* Extinguish your campfire 
to the last spark. 


* Aid the law in hunting 
down “fire bugs.” 


The protection and conservation of Florida's woodlands is vital not 
only to our forest products industries, but to wildlife for sustenance 
and shelter. Our fresh water streams depend upon the forest cover 
as does soil conservation and the water table. 


sR 


ST. REGIS PAPER COMPANY 


CANTONMENT 


FLORIDA 


Port Richey SHKIFFS 
* 


A Proven Skiff by Hundreds of Fish Camps, 
Boat Liveries and Private Owners 


Built of Florida’s red tidewater cypress. .. . Backed by many years of boat building 
experience. . . . Stern reinforced to carry motor up to 22 hp. . . . Boats delivered 
anywhere at a fraction of regular freight rates by our own trailers. 

Dealers in: 


FLORIDA 


GEORGIA 


@ TENNESSEE ® 


NORTH CAROLINA 


AND KENTUCKY 


* 
Built By: 


Port Richey Cypress Boats, Inc. 
PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 
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THIS MONTH'S COVER 


This month’s cover was painted 
by Artemis Skevakis, who is 
working on her master’s degree 
in painting at the Florida State 
University. 

The bream, a good fighter and 
a good food fish, is abundant in 
Florida fresh waters. It is a 
favorite of most anglers, young 


and old alike. 
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Standing (left to right): Honey, Buck Ray, 
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Ross Allen, Judge Hocker, Larry, Skipper. 


Kneeling: Shep. 


Thrill after thrill ran up and 
down my spine the day Jack Grant, 
Editor of FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
phoned me and said, “Shep, the 
Poly-Wog II has been selected as 
the Official Cruise Boat for Florida 
Wildlife Magazine!” What greater 
honor for the namesake of that 
famous bark, Poly-Wog, than _ to 
carry such an insignia on her hull. 

We had selected our rig with 
care. We wanted a boat that would 
travel fast and still be seaworthy. 
There are hundreds of such boats, 
but our preference was a Thompson 
16’ Lake Model. We wanted a motor 
that would “put out” hour after 
hour, day after day. Again, there 
are plenty of good motors, but after 
thousands of miles of water travel 
with a motor that had always 
brought us through, we picked a 
25 h.p. Evinrude for our power 
plant. We knew we would have to 
load and unload in a hurry on our 
fast schedule to come, thus a Uni- 
versal Trailer filled the bill per- 
fectly—two levers to pull and you 
are off. 

We have a big job ahead of us, 
one that won’t be easy to fill. We 
want to meet all of the boatmen in 
the country ... yes, all of them! We 
hope to meet thousands of them 
personally; the rest we will meet 
with our Poly-Wogging articles and 
via the lens of our movie camera. 
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Our ambition is to go cruising with 
every boat club in Florida in the 
near future. Our cruise with the 
famous Jacksonville Outboard Club 
to Leesburg was a fitting “kick-off” 
for our venture and one that we 
will long remember. 

No boat is officially launched 
without a christening. Ours was a 
double christening—first, “I chris- 
ten you Poly-Wog II,” and second, 
“I christen you Official Cruise 
Boat for Florida Wildlife Magazine.” 
What liquid more suitable for a 
christening than the clear, pure wa- 
ter from famed Silver Springs. 
Judge Hocker, Commodore of the 
Ocala Boat Club, “Buck” Ray, Man- 
ager of Silver Springs, and Ross 
Allen were our official guests as 
Honey did the honors. 

The scene of the christening was 
set at the beautiful new boat har- 
bor of the Ocala Boat Club. Here 
stately cypress trees towered ma- 
jestically over spacious grounds, 
ample parking space, rest rooms, 
picnic areas and barbecue pits—a 
roadside park that will be the mecca 
for thousands of hi-way and bi-way 
travelers in the years to come. 

Our good little ship is christened 
and launched. We are off on another 
“Saga of the Poly-Wog.” May our 
new adventures be filled with as 
many joys as our last ones. Follow 
us in Florida Wildlife Magazine! 








COASTWISE AND HARBOR 


A, 
°TOWING® 
HYER TOWING CO., Inc. 
P. O. Box 110 PENSACOLA, FLA. 
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STOP ROWING! 


HAVE MORE FUN e FISHING 
° HUNTING ® DUCK HUNTING 
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Order Now the New Mechanical 


SCULL-EZ ony $24.95 


CHAVIS-GILMORE CO., Inc. 
41 E. Wright St. PENSACOLA, FLA. 





ASK YOUR DEALER FOR 
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“BAKON GITTER” 


(Guaranteed Weedless) 
Known as the ‘“‘BOGIE BAIT” 


THE WORLD’S MOST EFFECTIVE 
ARTIFICIAL BASS BAIT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


R. N. BODENSTEIN 


MADISON, FLORIDA 





THE SPOONPLUG 


You thought it great last winter—try it 
this summer, with increased speed. 


Write for ‘“Spoonplugging’’ instructions. 
Gives the answer to hot weather fishing. 


BUC K’S BAITS HICKORY, N. C., 





Drop Your Anchor at the 


GULF COAST COURT 
AND RESTAURANT 


Ask the Manager, “Good Luck” 
McClure, where the fish 
are biting. 


Located on U. S. 98 
Across Pensacola Bay Bridge 


GULF BREEZE, FLORIDA 
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Phone 8-2266 Pensacola, Fla. 
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Finny Wildlife 


This little rascal has “worm- 
ed” his way into FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE and flatly an- 
nounced that he is here to stay. 


He has upset the art depart- 
ment with his playful antics 
... gotten into the editor’s hair 
at every opportunity ... still 


is trying to get into the act on 
every feature we plan to use. 


Nevertheless, the little ras- 
cal has injected a lot of humor 
in the daily routine of our 
work, so we have decided to 
put up with him for awhile. 


He loves to don various dis- 
guises, but it’s easy to spot him 
when he’s up to mischief. 


Finny makes his first public 
appearance on pages 18 and 19 
of this issue. 





GOING FISHING HERE? 


Let us prepare a delicious 

Ready-to-go Lunch to make 

your trip complete .... 
Barbecues @ Sandwiches @ Cold Beer 


Aristocrat Sandwich Shop 


208 W. Garden St. PENSACOLA, FLA. 
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FOR TACKLE, BAIT 
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Carter Craft Corporation 
BUILDERS OF FINE BOATS 


See your local dealer or write 


Carter Craft Corp. 


BOX 591 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 


Old Uncle Rufus hit the jackpot at 
the postoffice this month when let- 
ters from kids and Junior Sportsman 
clubs started pouring in. Seems that 
there are a lot of boys, and girls 
too, who want their own column in 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 

During the next two months of 
the summer vacation young sports- 
men will have their chance to spend 
a great deal of time in the outdoors. 
It’s fishing and camping time so let’s 
make our plans now. 

One of the first things we ought 
to do is look into this Junior Con- 
servation program that is growing 
like wildfire in Florida. 

This program was started by the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission this past winter for the pur- 





pose of giving you kids an oppor- 
tunity to learn all about outdoor 
life, fishing, hunting, and conserva- 
tion ... and to have your own clubs. 

The program is for boys and girls 
8-18 years of age who must take the 
Conservation Pledge and set up the 
organization themselves. The clubs 
are self-supporting and are identi- 
fied each with their own member- 
ship card and distinctive emblems 
and. patches. 

Among the programs to be carried 
out by local clubs as suggested in 
the Official Manual of the Junior 
Conservation Clubs are: To conduct 
camping, hunting and fishing trips; 
field tours; quail trapping programs; 
establish quail feeders; rescue fish 
in dry weather; organize rifle, arch- 





Roasting hot dogs during the rest period of an all-day fishing trip are members of the 
Pensacola Junior Sportsmen’s Club who took a break to fill the inner man during the outing. 
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ery and skish clubs; and, conduct 
classes in predatory control and in 
game and fish laws. 

Wildlife officers give their assis- 
tance to these clubs by furnishing 
information material — pamphlets, 
movies, etc., on conservation work. 
They also go along on trips and help 
plan projects for the various clubs. 

Since the first of the year 14 clubs 
have been organized in the Ever- 
glades Division of South Florida, 
along with a lesser number in the 
other four Divisions of the State. 
The clubs in each Division will or- 
ganize their own League and in the 
near future a state-wide organiza- 
tion will be set up. 


Everglades Division 


The following clubs are partici- 
pating in this program: Caloosa 
Junior Conservation Club (Fort 
Myers), LaBelle Jr. Sportsman’s 
Club (LaBelle), Clew-Chobee Jr. 
Wildlife Club (Clewiston), Miami 
Edison Junior Sportsman’s Club 
(Miami), Everglades Junior Wild- 
life Association (Everglades City), 
Martin County Junior  Wild- 
life Club (Stuart), Edward L. Con- 
stance Jr. Fish & Wildlife Club— 
Girls’ Unit (No. Miami), Edward L. 
Constance Jr. Fish & Wildlife Club 
—Boys’ Unit (No. Miami), Naples 
Junior Nimrod Club (Naples), Jun- 
ior Everglades Conservation Squad- 
ron (Greater Miami), Charlotte 
County Junior Wildlife Club (Punta 
Gorda), South Florida Teenage 
Hook and Bullet Club (Miami), 
Miami Edison Senior High Fishing, 
Hunting, Conservation Club (Mi- 
ami), Jupiter Junior Wildlife As- 
sociation (Jupiter). 





Uncle Rufus ain’t too sure who caught this 

9-Ilb. bass at Fisherman’s Paradise, Lake 

Apopka, but Edward Meece, Jr., seems aw- 
fully proud of him. 
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Northwest Florida 
Division 
Bay County Junior Sportsmen’s 
Club 


This is, without a doubt, the most 
active junior club in the Northwest 
Florida Division, with more than 40 
boys actively engaged in learning a 
little more about conservation as 
they learn to love the life of the 
outdoors. 


Within the past two months, the 


club has gone on two overnight 
camping tricks during which fish- 
ing, bathing and boating were on 
the agenda as well as a shooting con- 
test. During the first outing, the 
youngsters enjoyed a pork barbecue 
—the pig was donated to them— 
while the boys killed their own rab- 
bits for a barbecue on the second 
camp-out. The boys also went on a 
bobeat hunt with no success. 


(Continued on Page 34) 
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SOUTHLAND 


Annual NRA Convention 


FIRST TIME 


EX ga PEAS: 
Be 
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Don‘t miss this opportunity to visit the National 
Rifle Association Annual Convention with its 
featured display of guns and shooting equipment. 


The exhibit hall of every NRA Convention has been a fascinating spot. 
Here you'll find many outstanding examples of the gun makers’ art. You'll 
see the latest and best in sights, telescopes, reloading tools and supplies, 
and all the other equipment that goes along with guns and gunpowder. 
Just a few hours here is a liberal education for anyone who enjoys guns 


and shooting. 


Come to the George Washington Hotel in Jacksonville, Florida, anytime 


during the following schedule: 


Convention registration . 


Convention begins . 
Exhibits open ....... August 16 at 7:00 P. M. 


Exhibit hall open. .August 17, 18, 19, 21 & 22 







August 16 & 17 
Dee ts cc Wachee See August 17 


1:00 P. M. to 5:00 P. M. ang 
7:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. daily. 
On Wednesday, August 20 
9:00.A. M. to Noon only. 


Convention closes .......- eter August 22 











tiomal Rifle Associa 


(1600 RHODE ISLAND AVE. N.W. « WASHINGTON 
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By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 


Many people are surprised to learn that true croco- 
diles occur in Florida. These huge reptiles were once 
fairly common in the southern part of the state. Dur- 
ing the 1920’s and 1930’s they were hunted extensively 
for their hides, and were killed out in many areas. 
Today they are found mostly along the southwestern 
coast of Florida, from Cape Sable northward through 
the Ten Thousand Islands. A few persist on the lower 
east coast, and scattered colonies are found about 
the Florida Keys and between the Keys and the main- 
land. This same kind of crocodile also occurs in the 
West Indies, Mexico, Central America, Ecuador, and 
Colombia. 

Unlike the alligator, the female crocodile does not 
build a conspicuous nest of mud and plant material. 
Instead, she scoops out a hole in the warm sand, de- 
posits two or three dozen eggs, and covers them up. 
Usually she smooths the sand off fairly well, con- 





cealing the nest. However, raccoons often dig up the 
eggs and eat them; for the female crocodile does not 
guard her nest as zealously as does the alligator. 

Crocodile eggs are about three inches long and a 
little more than one and a half inches wide, white in 
color, with a hard, smooth shell. 

The baby crocodiles are about eight or nine inches 
long after hatching. They are greenish-gray in color, 
marked with narrow black bands (see photo inset, 
upper right). The rate of growth is not known. Prob- 
ably it is not very different from that of the alligator, 
which grows 12 to 18 inches yearly for the first four 
or five years. The maximum size reached in Florida 
is a little over 15 feet. 

The Florida crocodile is a shy, timid creature. The 
authors know of but a single instance in which one 
of these reptiles attacked a man. About 30 years ago, 


(Continued on Page 33) 
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By JAMES P. GILL 


his wits as his reel handles were spun from 

his grasp and his pet plug or spoon was en- 
compassed by a pair of long, strong jaws. Many a fresh 
water bait fisherman, sitting calmly in his boat watch- 
ing a bobbing cork, has suddenly found himself tied 
into a “bucking bronc” of a fish that seemingly knows 
no end to a struggle. And yet, the scorn that is 
displayed by fishermen towards this fish would put a 
woman’s to shame. 


M* A Bass fisherman has been shocked out of 





This rough and tough customer has been called just 
about every bad name in the book but in Florida he 
is known strictly as the Jack or Jackfish. His real 
monicker is Chain Pickerel (Esox niger), a first cousin 
to the Northern Pike and the Muskellunge. In appear- 
ance, the chain pickerel is much like other members 
of the genus Esox, being slim, long-jawed and camou- 
flaged to perfection. Along his sides he has very dis- 
tinct markings which give the impression of links in 
a tire chain, hence the name, chain pickerel. 


Its growth is fairly rapid, and under favorable con- 
ditions it reaches a length of fourteen to eighteen 
inches in three years. Very few of this species attain 
a weight of five to six pounds; the average fish caught 
being about two or three pounds. Though essentially 
a northeastern fish, the chain pickerel is very abundant 
in Florida, the largest part of their populace being lo- 
cated in the Tsala Apopka chain of lakes and the With- 
lacoochee River and its branches. Here the fish are 
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very prolific and live, feed and spawn right along with 
the largemouth black bass. 

In some places where two insignificant forms besides 
chain pickerel oceur—mud pickerel and barred pick- 
erel—the three frequently hybridize. The mud, barred, 
and hybrids are of no angling interest, however, as 
they are dwarfs of the species. 

To try and say what the pickerel (or jack if you 
will) feeds on would surely undermine his appetite. 
He will eat just about anything that will fit in his 
mouth and try to eat a lot of things that won’t. Char- 
acteristically it obtains its food by making quick lunges, 
grabbing its prey in its mouth sideways. 

When it comes to fishing technique and tackle, the 
angler may take his pick as the pickerel is not par- 
ticular about what he takes in the way of artificial or 
live baits. 

The technique of “skittering” or “skin-bobbin” is 
fairly well known although not as popular today as 
it was a few years ago. A 12-to-15 ft. pole, a short 
length of line, and a pork chunk or frog is the standard 
equipment for this method of the barefoot boy. This 
manner of fishing has become slightly obscured by the 
passage of time but you may still see a few old timers 
bouncing a pork strip over the pads where you and I 
cast a plug. 

The era of light tackle has fallen right in line with 
pickerel addicts who want to get the most from this 
flashy scrapper. Taken on a light casting rod, fly rod, 
or the more recent spinning rod, the pickerel becomes 
an antagonist capable of a dozen new stunts. His savage 


(Continued on Page 30) 





A frog leg dinner is the climax of a successful gigging trip. 
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OU’RE alone at night by a Florida river. There’s 
no moon, and everything is still except the hum- 
ming of a mosquito about your ear. 
Then—brrr-wump! A great voice like an angry bull’s 
splits the silence. And a chorus of brr-wumps, greater 
and smaller, echoes all along the river’s edge. 


This is the signal. Hopping in the skiff, you push 
off from shore. You fumble with the jack-light as you 
adjust it over your cap. The light goes on, and the 
single ray cuts through the darkness like a knife. 
Quietly poling, you move towards the bank where the 
bullfrogs are bellowing their love songs. 


As you come nearer, the bullfrogs hush for a few 
minutes. You scan the matted growth at the water’s 
edge carefully with the light. Presently the beam 
catches two huge eyes which shine from a_half- 
submerged log, and you inch forward, keeping the 
light directly on them. 


Slowly, cautious not to make the least disturbance, 
you raise the gig to strike. 
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When, faster than your eye can 
follow, the bullfrog makes a leap 
that puts four more feet between him 
and you, and he disappears in the 
depths of the river. 


* * * 


Bullfrog gigging doesn’t always 
end on the frustrating note of the 
above hunt. Far from it. If you have 
keen eyes and a good aim, chances 
are you ll end up with a dozen or 
so bullfrogs whose plump legs will 
furnish you with some of the best 
eating you've ever had. 


You'll find Br’er Bullfrog in just 
about any clean but slow-moving 
body of water in the state. He likes 
the edges of millponds, reservoirs, 
and small lakes best of all. Look for 
him where there is a fringe of over- 
hanging dead trees, floating logs, and 
submerged roots and limbs. 

As a rule, bullfrogs are solitary 
creatures. They have favorite perch- 
es where they like to sit to sing and 
philosophize. If a bullfrog escapes 
your gig by diving, come back to 
the same spot in a few minutes. He’ll 
probably be back sitting on his old 
perch. During the mating season, 
however, bullfrogs are ‘quite socia- 
ble, and you might kill several with- 
in a few feet of each other. 

Make sure your gig is long and 
sharp enough. Ten feet is about the 
right length. Use a three- or four- 
pronged gig. An old bullfrog’s hide is 
pretty tough. When you stick him, 
drive him down against the bottom 
if you can, to make sure he stays 
good and stuck. 


On a recent trip to Lake Jackson, Wildlife Officer Harry Chapin demonstrated the 
proper technique employed in frog gigging. 


Use a bright light. A battery or 
carbide lamp fitted over your cap 
is best, but a powerful flashlight is 
effective, too. Don’t flash the light 
about too much. Keep it focused at 
the edge of the water, and move it 
slowly and systematically ahead of 
you so you can cover every bit of 


the shoreline with your eyes. 

Last of all, look out for moccasins. 
Remember that they like bullfrog 
meat as much as you do. A bull- 
frog’s bellow is like a dinner-bell to 
them. 

You'll find two kinds of bullfrogs 
in Florida. They are both about the 
same size and color, have similar 
habits, and both taste better than 
the best chicken. 

One is the American bullfrog 
(Rana catesbeiana), found over 
practically all of the United States. 
It doesn’t live in the lower third of 
Florida, however. The other is the 
Southern or Florida bullfrog (Rana 
grylio). This fellow is restricted to 
a narrow strip from Louisiana to 
Florida and southern Georgia. It is 
found all the way to the tip of Flor- 
ida. 

The Southern bullfrog averages 
slightly smaller than his cousin. 
Adult Southern bullfrogs range from 
3 1/4 inches to 6 2/5 inches long. The 
adult American bullfrog is from 3 2/5 
to 8 inches long. Females of both 
species average larger than the 
males. 

Both bullfrogs have similar breed- 
ing and growth periods in Florida. 


Breeding takes place from March to 
September, with a peak in June and 


July. Bullfrog tadpoles are very 
large, up to four inches long. They 
remain in the tadpole stage from one 
to two years, when they transform 
into tiny bullfrogs of 1 1/4 to 2 inches 
long. It takes about four years after 
this transformation for the bullfrogs 
to reach maximum size. 

Frog-giggers aren’t the only ones 
who have learned to appreciate the 
succulence of bullfrogs. Fish and 
flesh-eating insects stuff themselves 
on tadpoles and young bullfrogs. 
Water snakes and moccasins dearly 
love to sink their fangs in a plump 
bullfrog, while herons and_ibises 
make them a substantial part of their 
diet. 

Adult bullfrogs manage to pay 
back their natural enemies in a like 
manner. Although their main bill of 
fare consists of countless insects, 
bullfrogs will eat young fish and rep- 
tiles, and they occasionally manage 
to catch fledgling water birds. As a 
matter of fact, bullfrogs are not 
above making a meal out of their lit- 
tle brothers. 

Of all the many kinds of frogs that 
sing in the night chorus of a Florida 
riverbank—peeping, gurgling, trem- 
ulous, plaintive, snoring — it’s the 
grand old basso bullfrog that steals 
the show. 

And when you hear that “brrr- 
wump” shatter the night, it’s time 
to go gigging in Florida. —END 


Area Supervisor Jess Harrison removes the frog from 


the gig. 
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By VIRGINIA L. COWDEN 


Y HUSBAND, like most men who spend their 

leisure time on the lakes and rivers of Florida, 
is a good fisherman. Our camp is situated on 
one of the lakes that make up the chain of Tsala 
Apopka, and we go up there every weekend that we 
can to relax and to indulge in our favorite pastime— 
fishing. 

But I am just an amateur. My equipment consists 
of rod and reel plus a good variety of assorted plugs 
and lures—all supposed to be irresistible to bass. 
(That’s what the manufacturers claim.) 

For some strange reason, known only to the bass 
themselves, they will take my husband’s plug with 
great splashing and jumping, while completely ignor- 
ing mine. This refusal on the part of the largemouth 
species to notice the same kind of plug (but attached 
to MY line), even though placed in the same spot, 
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This story, by Virginia L. Cowden of St. Petersburg, was one of the entries in the February Florida Wildlife 
story contest and received honorable mention by the contest judges. 









has relegated me to the amateur class. 

However, there was a day ... one day of reckoning 
to atone for the humiliating treatment doled out to 
me by those choosy tormenters of the deep. 

I had grown tired of this partiality shown by the 
bass, so, one afternoon I went out by myself. I took 
along all of my fishing gear, and each time I saw a 
spot that looked inviting I made a few casts. I used 
several kinds of top-water plugs and my weedless 
spoon. I tried dropping the spoon right on top of a 
lily pad, then easing it off. Down into the water it 
would go, its yellow skirts flashing ... but nothing 
happened. 

For a long time grim determination kept me steadily 
at it ... cast and retrieve, cast and retrieve, untangle 
the backlashes, try again ... until finally Integrity 
succumbed to Boredom. The bass continued to ignore 
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Northwest Florida’s Gulf Coast is famous for its white sand beaches. 
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By GENE GRUBER 


ORTHWEST F'LoRIDA—land of vast acres of wilder- 
ness, dotted by beautiful lakes, crisscrossed by 
clear water streams, bordered by over a hun- 

dred miles of fine white sand beaches along the Gulf— 
has become widely known as the “summer playground 
of the South.” 

A perfect climate (the average temperature during 
the summer is a bare 80 degrees) plus excellent rec- 
reational facilities attract countless numbers of North- 
ern tourists and Georgia and Alabama vacationers to 
this area throughout the summer months. 

Salt water enthusiasts find excellent fishing along 
the Coast from St. Marks all the way to Pensacola. 
Pier fishing has been especially good in June. Trout, 
blue runners, pompano, amberjack, ladyfish, king 
mackerel and black snapper have been taken on arti- 
ficial lures by casting addicts and on live shrimp by 
the still-fishermen. 

Trolling has been productive too. King mackerel, 
bluefish, blue runners, amberjacks, and an occasional 
large ling (cobia) have been taken by this method. 

Deep sea fishing has produced unusually large 
catches of red snapper, white snapper, and grouper. 

Northwest Florida also offers some of the world’s 
finest fresh water fishing. Daily limits are very com- 
mon among the anglers who fish the beds for bream 
and shellcrackers. Black bass and pickerel are plentiful 
also in the waters of the Dead Lakes, Lake Jackson, 
Lake Wimico, many others lakes and ponds. The rivers 
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Panama City is located in the center of the Gulf playground area. 


Party boats carry 40 to 50 fishermen on daily deep sea fishing trips. 
. : oe = ; Y=. =~ _~_and streams, including the famous 
ah Apalachicola, are teeming with these 

game fish. 

Other sports — boating, outboard 
racing, swimming, golf, tennis, and 
baseball draw their due share of 
interest. 

Hotels, motels, fishing camps, 
charter boats, etc., are available to 
accommodate the visitors’ every 
need and wish. 

Yes ... Northwest Florida surely 
merits its title: Summer Playground 
of the South. 


Photos used in the above article were furnished 
by Tony Stevens, Arturo’s Studio (Fort Walton), 
and Delaney’s Studio (Panama City). 

END. 


Bob Williams, Nashville, Ga., exhibits the 
46-Ib. king mackerel that is leading the 
field in the St. Marks tournament, 




















The Dead Lakes afford excellent fresh water fishing opportunities. 


Cabio, king and Spanish mackerel comprised the day’s catch of this party of Atlantans at 
St. Marks. Left to right: John Tooke (skipper of the party boat), St. Marks; John Childress, 
David Russell, Gus Russell, Raymond Moore, all of Atlanta. 






































(Left): This 19712-lb. jewfish has been accepted as a new world record. It 
was landed on a 36-Ib.-test line by Roy Martin after a one-hour, 36-minute 








By ROY MARTIN 


play. Martin was using skipjack on bait-casting tackle off the jetties at Panama 
City Beach when the fish was hooked. (Right): This huge Ling or ‘’Cobia,” 
weighing 49 Ibs., 15 ozs., also a new world record, was caught at the Panama 
City Beach Pier, Panama City, Florida. Roy Martin, well known sports fisherman 
of Northwest Florida, landed the heavyweight after 2 hours and 19 minutes of 
breathtaking play. He amazingly beached the fighter with a 12-pound-test line. 


ALT WATER fishing in the Gulf of Mexico along 
Florida’s northwest coast attracts a large num- 
ber of tourists and vacationers from Alabama, 

Georgia and other Southern States, especially during 
the summer months. Some are veterans of the sport, 
others are rank amateurs, and many are trying their 
hand for the first time. 

But experts, amateurs, and beginners all yearn for 
the same crowning achievement—to catch the big one 

. a world record! And the big ones are out there— 
but catching them is another story. 

Most aspirants to fame as a holder of a world record 
catch devote a great amount of time and study to their 
subject. A majority of record holders are sportsmen 
who make this their hobby. Those who can afford it 
travel to the various places where the big ones are 
known to be hitting. 

In following the sport of salt water fishing I have 
learned that it pays to always be ready when the big 
one comes to you. Instead of occasionally making trips 
in search of a record fish in any one category, I prefer 
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to take along the required tackle for several species 
every time I go. 

Balanced tackle is highly important. The Interna- 
tional Game and Fish Association, American Museum 
of National History, New York City, has set up rigid 
rules and regulations that must be followed before a 
record catch is recognized. Without the acceptance of 
your entry by this association your prize catch is mean- 
ingless as far as world recognition is concerned. 

Balanced tackle requirements are: standard factory 
equipment (no “home made” lures, hooks or gear are 
accepted); single hooks only (treble hooks are taboo). 
The rod must be of two-piece construction so that the 
tip-end may be sent in for inspection. 

When the fish is hooked, the person in possession 
of the rod and reel must receive absolutely no help in 
handling the tackle by anyone in his party. Assistance 
may be given in gaffing and landing the fish at the 
finish of the run. 

The catch must be weighed on registered scales by 
an official weighmaster and notarized by a Notary 
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took a deep breath, while the other boys waited 

in the darkness with the flickering light of fat 
lightwood splinters glinting in their eyes and splash- 
ing on their faces. 

A few of them shifted from one foot to the other; 
one hitched up the suspenders of his overalls; the 
dogs whined a little and panted; and Mister Wise 
stood there waiting expectantly, with two bulging 
croker sacks lying on the ground between his feet. 

My heart was thumping as I blew into the horn. 
Its high, clear note sped off through the pine and 
cypress trees, carrying as high and far as my breath 
could send it; and then, when my breath was spent, 
echoing back across the night-smothered woodlands 
in an eerie way that made everyone, even the dogs, 
stand still and silent. 

The sound of the horn died away, and for a moment 
the frogs and crickets were quiet. 
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I PUT GRANPA BEN’s blowin’ horn to my lips and 


By CARL STAUFFER 


“That,” said Mister Wise, “was old Granpa Ben. 
He wants you to do your best in whatever you do.” 

There was a lump in my throat as I put the horn 
to my lips again. This time the sound of it was more 
beautiful than before, and as I squeezed the last ounce 
of breath out of my lungs, something seemed to go 
out of me—something big and sobbing-like that reached 
out and communicated with vague far-away shapes out 
there in the darkness; in the darkness soft as fur and 
scary as a deep well. 

I didn’t know it then, but the sound of Granpa 
Ben’s blowin’ horn signaled the end and the _ be- 
ginning for me. From that moment on, my life would 
never be the same. 

To understand how the heart-squeezing note of the 
blowin’ horn was an omen, you'll have to know more 
about us, and the horn and Mister Wise—especially 
Mister Wise. 

Looking back upon those days, our way of life seems 
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By CAROLINE RUSS 


The “sleepy-heads,” shoved and trampled by ener- 
getic “busy-bodies,” were decidedly in the minority 
as the groups of adventurous outboarders began form- 
ing at Jacksonville, St. Augustine and nearby towns 
shortly after daybreak Saturday morning, June 7. It 
was the morning of the Jacksonville Outboard Club’s 
fourth annual safari via the inland waterways to the 
Lake County town of Leesburg. 

Over one hundred cars, with outboards trailing, 
carried the “faithful”, 312 strong, to the Inn at Key- 
stone Heights for breakfast, then on to Eureka on the 
Oklawaha for an orderly launching of the 118 par- 
ticipating boats in eight flotillas. Although there is 
open water all the way from Jacksonville to Leesburg, 
the two-day schedule set up for the round trip did not 
provide enough time to complete the entire journey 
by water. 

The eight flotillas, each with’ a leader, assistant 
leader and tail man, shoved off at ten-minute inter- 
vals. Photographers and newsmen, representing the 
Outdoor Writers of Florida and America, were scat- 
tered throughout the colorful parade of boats. 

Along the narrow, twisting Oklawaha that winds 
its way through the Ocala National Forest, and up 
the sparkling clear waters of the Silver River, the early 
morning scenery commanded and received the atten- 


tion of the boatmen. Overhanging trees formed near- 


perfect archways along the beautiful streams. 
The lead boats came upon numerous fishermen, 
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intent upon catching their breakfast, who reeled in 
their lines and gave up as the thunder of roaring mo- 
tors heralded the approach of more and more boats. 
At camps and bridges, and on roads paralleling the 
route, spectataors gathered to watch the boatcade 
go by. 

The eight flotillas passed through the locks at Moss 
Bluffs, through Lake Griffin, and into Haines Creek. 
Here the smell of bream was everywhere, but strong- 
est around the beds over which hovered groups of 
busy anglers competing for their day’s limit. 

After lunch at Haines Creek Fishing Camp, the 
whole fleet, in close order, single file, went through 
Lake Eustis, Dead River, and Lake Harris, then ma- 
jestically circled the Venetian Gardens basin at Lees- 
burg before docking. 

Members of the Leesburg Boating Club, who are 
hosts to the Jax visitors each year, city officials, and 
a huge crowd of spectators were on hand to extend 
greetings. 

After being shown to their respective quarters in 
various motor courts for a short rest and refreshing 
period, the guests joined their hosts for a picnic sup- 
per. Large quantities of chicken pileau, corn-on-the- 
cob, baked beans, slaw, potato chips, coffee and orange 
juice were devoured in short order. 

A dance, staged to the music of a hot Dixieland band, 
topped off the day’s activities. 

Early the next morning, enthusiasm still ran high 
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A guy’s a guy, wherever he may be . . . but when he’s too busy to notice the scenery’ you 
can bet he’s snagged one of those famous “lunkers’”’ of Florida’s fresh water streams and lakes. 





The lovely angler pictured or 
these pages is Miss Marcia 
Crane, University of Florida 
coed, who will represent Florida 
in the “Miss America’ contes' 
at Atlantic City this year. She 
was the Gainesville Jaycee entr 
and winner of the “Miss Flor 
ida” contest at Sarasota recently. 

Florida Wildlife takes pleas, 
ure in introducing “Miss Flor 
ida” to our readers that the 
may join us in wishing her sue 
cess in the national beauty col 


test. How can she miss! 














‘“‘l’m going to show those other beauty queens at Atlantic City “Ooohh, another photographer . . . how nice! Will you stick 
a thing or two about Florida’s big bass fishing . . . | hope.” around and take a picture of my big catch?” 
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“Oh well, I'll just take along a copy of Florida Wildlife to show 
the gals what fishing is really like here in Florida.” 


“‘Let’s see now... to untangle a back-lash, you... 





———— 
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June 1 each year has long been a “red-letter’ day on the fishing 
calendar for thousands of anglers of Georgia, Alabama, and North- 
west F lorida. For this is the day the Dead Lakes, Lake Wimico, 
“Merritt Mill Pond and Ocheesee Pond are again open for 
_ business as usual, after the April-May closed season. 


ee Here the bream, the shellcrackers, and the bass attract the 


anglers like flies for fishing is always good on opening day. 











Frankie Bass of Wewahitchka proudly ex- 
hibits his evidence that fishin’ was good on 
opening day. 


Ne 5,000 anglers converged 
on Lake Wimico, the Dead 
Lakes, Merritt Mill Pond, and Ochee- 
see Pond, Sunday, June 1, North- 
west Florida’s biggest fresh water 
fishing day of the year — opening 
day. 

Since 1899, most of these waters 
have been closed to fishing for 
bream, shellcrackers, bass, and pick- 
erel during April and May of each 
year, and June 1 has long been a 
favorite fishing date for anglers in 
this area. 

Wildlife officers, under the direc- 
tion of Floyd Nixon, Director of the 
Northwest Division of the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission, made 
an extensive survey of these waters, 
checking the number of cars, fisher- 
men, boats, and fish caught. 

At Dead Lakes and Lake Wimico 
the officers reported the following 
estimated figures: 755 cars with 2,- 
831 passengers; 28,310 fish weighing 
14,150 pounds were caught; 600 
boats were used on the Dead Lakes 
and 41 on Lake Wimico. 

Estimated figures at Merritt Mill 
Pond included: 287 cars and 1,076 
anglers; 300 boats; and 11,298 fish 
weighing 4,230 pounds. 

At Ocheesee Pond the officers es- 
timated there were 157 cars and 100 
boats. Approximately 588 tried their 
luck here and took home an esti- 
mated 5,880 fish weighing 2,940 
pounds. 

Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
anglers formed the majority of open- 
ing day visitors, but there was also 
a good number of fishermen present 
from other states. 

This event will not be on the fish- 
erman’s calendar next year, as the 
year-around open season which has 
been in effect on other waters of the 
state will include these lakes also in 
1953. 


“Who says fishin‘s a man’s sport?” Mrs. 
Mary Lizzie Odom, Donaldsonville, Ga. 
(center) and daughters, Esther Whittaker, 
Bainbridge, Ga. (left) and Betty Nix, St. 
Andrews, Fla., got their share of panfish. 
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A varied assortment of confiscated property is stored at the Commission warehouse at Williston. 


AVE YOU ever wondered: “Just what becomes of 
all the fishing gear and illegal equipment that 
is confiscated by the Game and Fresh Water 

Fish Commission?” 


To locate the final destination of all types of confis- 
cated gear one must follow various routes, for all ma- 
terial is not handled in the same way. 


The first step by the Commission, following court 
conviction of the apprehended person or persons, is to 
secure an order of confiscation from the judge. This 
order gives the Commission legal ownership of the 
property seized at the time of the arrest. 


The equipment next travels to a Commission ware- 
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house where it is examined and classified for future 
distribution. All gear that is considered suitable for 
use by Commission personnel in furthering their work, 
experiments, and projects is retained for distribution 
as needed. Salable material of no special value to the 
Commission is sold to the highest bidders in the area 
where confiscation took place. At least three bids on 
each of the various items to be sold are acquired by 
the officer in charge. 

All other equipment that is beyond repair and con- 
sidered worthless, is destroyed. Pictured on page 23 
are scenes of wildlife officers burning confiscated ma- 


terial at the Commission warehouse at Williston, May 
22nd. 
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Don R. Leuthy, Fish Management Division, makes 
last-minute re-check on equipment that is to be 
burned to prevent destruction of any material of value. 


Officer Phillips saturates the pile with gasoline as Officers W. E. Priest (center) 
and D. C. Land look on. 





It doesn’t take long for the gasoline-fed fire 
the work. 


The End. 
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strangely remote and unreal. It was 
like a piece of Mark Twain lifted 
out of its original setting, boiled 
down to its essence, and dropped 
into the midst of remote Florida 
backwoods farms. 


Ours was a simple, clear-cut 
world. It hardly extended beyond 
the tops of the pine trees that ringed 
our red clay fields. We were bare- 
foot farm boys. Summers we work- 
ed in the fields; winters we trudged 
to the one-room school house down 
the road. Sundays we went to the 
church near the school house. 


We hunted deer, possum, coon, 
rabbits, and squirrels. Our baited 
fishing hooks frequently sent con- 
centric ripples across quiet, shady 
pools along the banks of the Apala- 
chicola River. 


Granpaw Ben’s blowin’ horn was 
symbolic of our way of life. It was 
made from a handsome, gracefully 
curved cow’s horn, and it had be- 
come highly polished over the years 
as it was handled respectfully by 
rough, calloused hands. Nothing 
fancy about it. 


To me, as a boy, the blowin’ horn 
stood for the tough, solid things 
Granpaw stood for. When I looked 
at it I thought of him fightin’ the 
Indians out there in the woods and 
swamps. They said he started as a 
boy in 1822, and didn’t stop finally 


Good Luek! 
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until there weren’t any more In- 
dians to fight. 


Granpaw’s blowin’ horn was used 
to call the deer dogs when we were 
out hunting. It called us to dinner, 
and it was the signal that announced 
many a crisis and emergency. 

Granpaw loved that horn, and 
when he died he said he would like 
it, to be heard as infrequently as pos- 
sible by other men. 


After that it was seldom used. 


Our life was like that. Things that 
seem simple and inconsequental now 
took on special significance then. 
Perhaps it was because our little 
world was so remote and isolated. 


There was a world outside I knew, 
but it was far away and unreal, like 
the band music I often heard drift- 
ing downwind from Bristol. 


The Apalachicola River, unchal- 
lenged by bridge or ferry in those 
days just before World War I, sepa- 
rated us from Bristol, and although 
Bristol was only three miles away, 
I never did get there until I was 21. 


Our world held us willing cap- 
tives. Perhaps it would have held 
us indefinitely if a word we had 
never heard before, much less un- 
derstood, hadn’t intruded upon our 
serenity! 

“Consolidation.” 

What it meant, we learned, was 
that our one-room school was being 
abandoned, and we were to be sent 
to the “big” school at Blountstown, 
3% miles away. 

So, that fall (it was 1914) Mode 
L. Stone went jstrolling barefoot 
down the road to Blountstown, gath- 
ering other farm boys and girls— 
like moss—along the way. 

When we got there, no one had 
to be told we were from the back- 
woods. 

We were barefoot; the town boys 
had shoes. We wore overalls and 
hickory shirts (made of a rough 
material resembling bed ticking); 
the town boys wore knee britches 
and broadcloth shirts. 

Our hair was long, or, if cut, had 
the inverted bowl “trimmed at 
home” trade mark; the town boys 
had real “boughten” hair cuts. 

We carried our lunches in buck- 
ets; the town boys wrapped: theirs 
in newspapers. 

We lunched self-consciously on 
cold boiled potatoes, sausage, bis- 
cuits and sweet bread; they flaunted 
cake and a new-fangled delicacy 
known as a sandwich. 

We said “sho”; they said “surely”. 

We came from homes where the 
schooling of our parents would have 
averaged about four months; they 
were the sons of literate shopkeep- 
ers and turpentine still operators. 
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When the lunch bell rang, the 
country boys went down by the 
creek to munch moodily on their 
sausage and cold potatoes; while the 
town boys gathered on a spot of 
green grass under some oak trees 
to eat their sandwiches and cake. 


Perhaps we felt a sting that did 
not actually exist, but it seemed to 
us that the town boys looked down 
on us with a superior air — with 
laughing condescension. 

It was that way through the whole 
term. We took no part in the school 
sports, the plays or other extra- 
curricular activities. 

It would probably have contin- 
ued that way through the next term 
if Alton E. Wise hadn’t been hired 
as the new principal of Blountstown 
School. 

He was the kind of man boys 
instinctively worship — kind, firm 
and thoughtful—and the best base- 
ball hitter I have ever seen, even 
in my days as a professional base- 
ball player. 

From the beginning he saw the 
situation. He tried to get the country 
boys to eat their lunches under the 
oaks with the town boys, but we 
politely refused. He asked us to 
play baseball, but we made excuses. 

One day he surprised and some- 
what flabbergasted us. We were eat- 
ing our lunches down by the creek, 
and out of a clear blue sky he walked 
up and said, “Y’know, Id like to 
go possum hunting when it gets cold 
enough.” 

Our hearts picked up a_ faster 
tempo, and our eyes brightened. 
Possum hunting ... this demi-god, 


this man above all men we had ever 
known, wanted to go possum hunt- 
ing!! 

When we had recovered from our 
surprise, one boy blurted, “We... 
we have the dogs.” 

“And,” I chimed in eagerly, “ 
know where to go.” 

It was settled. Mister Wise said 
we would go possum hunting as 
soon as the weather was cold enough. 

If excitement had been helium, 
we would have taken off into the 
“wild blue yonder”. As it was, we 


were practically walking on clouds 
as the warm days dragged along. 
Night after night I lay awake, 
wishing it would get cold enough 
to go possum hunting. I had never 
experienced anything so maddening. 





Somehow the weeks unwound, 
and finally, along in November, Mis- 
ter Wise set the possum hunt for 
a Friday night. We arranged’ to 
meet, just before sundown, at Nettle 
Ridge Church, about a mile from 
my home. 

What a sight we must have made 
as Mister Wise rode up to the church 
on horseback. There were about 290 
barefoot boys between the ages of 
10 and 16, and 15 baying, whining, 
panting dogs. 

(Turn Page) 
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We had an old single-barrel shot- 
gun, six bundles of fat lightwood 
splinters about 30 inches long to use 
as torches, an axe, two croker 
sacks, and a peck of parched pea- 
nuts (for refreshments). 

Naturally, we were excited ... had 
been for some time because, in our 
eagerness, we had arrived at the 
church about an hour ahead of 
schedule. 

From the first moment Mister 
Wise caught the spirit of the hunt. 
We told him he could carry the 
croker sacks, the splinters, the gun, 
or the axe; and he said he would 
carry the sacks because he was 
sure we wouldn’t bag more than 
one possum. 

We said “pshaw’, and turned the 
dogs loose. : 

Off we went, barging through the 
swampland and undergrowth, light- 
ing splinters to guide the way only 
when the going got particularly 
rough. 

Ahead of us we could hear the 
dogs, and we ran to the spot where 
they had treed the first possum. 


Recklessly I climbed the tree and 
shook the possum loose. He fell to 
the ground and the dogs killed him. 


Next the dogs treed three coons 
in a big cypress tree. We lit fat 
lightwood splinters so the reflection 
in the coons’ eyes would show us 
their location, and we handed the 
gun to Mister Wise. 


He fired and missed. 
We laughed. 


He fired and missed again, and 
we howled. We thought it was a 
joke, the likes of which had never 
before been created. 

He was getting a big kick out of 
it too, and he kept shooting until 
he brought one of the coons down. 
One of the older boys shot the other 
two. 

We pushed on with the hunt, un- 
til we had bagged eight possums and 
three coons. They weighed about 
75 pounds, but Mister Wise was a 
real sport, and he carried them 
cheerfully as we trudged back to 
the church. 

It was Mister Wise who suggested 
that we end the hunt by blowing 
Granpaw Ben’s blowin’ horn. 

I did, and that’s when he said, 
‘“That’s old Granpaw Ben. He wants 
Ae to do your best in whatever you 

oe? 

After that we went home. 

Next Monday we walked to school 
determined to succeed in whatever 
Mister Wise wanted us to do. We 
did too. 

We mastered compound interest; 
and, under Mister Wise’s supervi- 
sion, we worked together with the 


town boys to build benches under 
the oak trees. By March we were 
all eating lunch together. 

Mister Wise organized a “Possum 
Club,” and all of the country boys 
began to feel real exclusive and 
important. 

He took the Possum Club on na- 
ture hikes, and we learned a lot of 
new things even though we had 
spent most of our lives in the fields 
and woods. 

Mister Wise seemed to know ev- 
erything. A boy asked him why a 
bird doesn’t fall off a limb while it 
is asleep. He said the bird’s toes 
contracted around the limb when he 
squatted, and he couldn’t straighted 
them out—even if he wanted to— 
unless he stood up straight. 

One day we found some alligator 
eggs and turtle eggs in the same nest. 
Mister Wise had an answer for that 
too. He said the turtle was a para- 
site (“a lazy cuss”) and often laid 
its eggs in an alligator’s nest to let 
the ’gator do all the work of hatch- 
ing. 

We also took hunting trips. 

Our pride in the Possum Club 
grew. 

Toward the end of Mister Wise’s 
second term the Possum Club reach- 
ed its crowning achievement: four 
members captured positions on the 
school baseball team. 
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Then we heard the bad news— 
Mister Wise was leaving. 

We felt bad for days. Later, when 
the heaviness began to wear off a 
little, we decided we were going to 
give him the finest present imagin- 
able: a pearl-handled knife. 

The money didn’t come easy. We 
sold eggs and did odd jobs. We 
scraped, saved and wheedled every 
penny and nickel we could get. 

At last we took’ our fists full of 
change to the store and bought the 
knife. Proudly we gave it to Mister 
Wise, and he was grateful and em- 
barrassed. 

The term ended, and he was gone. 
It happened so fast he was gone al- 
most before we realized it. 

I never saw him again. I don’t 
know where he is now, but I will 
never forget him. 

His leaving could have marked 
the end of the Possum Club, but 
it didn’t. 

The Possum Club continued to 
thrive, and, as the rift between the 
town and country boys disappeared, 
town boys joined the club too—in- 
cluding a town boy by the name of 
Fuller Warren who was destined to 
move into the governor’s mansion 
in the years ahead. 

When I graduated, I left the Pos- 
sum Club behind, but not its influ- 
ence. Because of the Possum Club 
and Mister Wise I decided to go to 
college. 

There in a psychology course I 
began to understand Mister Wise a 
little better. We learned about some 
of mankind’s basic urges: the urge 
to belong ... the urge for recogni- 
tion ... the urge to be important 
to someone we think is important... 
the urge to gain respect. 

Here was the “Possum Club” 
dressed up in academic robes. I 
was to meet it again and again 


through the years. 


And now, looking across the span 
of my life, I can see the “Possum 
Club” tightly woven into every part 
of its warp and woof. I can still hear 
the high note of Granpaw’s old 
blowin’ horn, echoing and re-echoing 
—and Mister Wise saying, “That’s 
old Granpaw Ben. He wants you to 
do your best in whatever you do.” 


END. 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


“Granpa’s Blowin’ Horn’ is a true story 
of the boyhood experiences of Prof. Mode 
L. Stone, Ph.D., who is Acting Dean of 
Education at Florida State University. The 
talented young author, Carl Stauffer, is a 
member of the editorial staff of the Talla- 
hassee Democrat. 
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BY PHIL FRANCIS 





Be Sure They Get the Point 


For all the highly developed kinds 
of tackle, lures, and angling methods 
in use these days, the sport of fish- 
ing is still basically a process of 
capturing fish by sticking hooks in 
their mouths. Indeed, the term, 
“angling” was derived from the an- 
cient phrase, “fishing with an angle.” 
The ‘angle’ was nothing more or 
less than a hook, crude perhaps, but 
a hook. 


A great many present day anglers 
have become so engrossed in their 
quests for better rods, reels, and 
lines that they overlook that all im- 
portant angle, the hook. Fine tackle, 
precision casting, and clever manip- 
ulation of lures will combine to coax 
a fish to strike, but it’s the hook 
that actually puts the meat in the 
pot. 

Very few hooks as purchased— 
whether as flies, on plugs, or just 
plain hooks—are sharp enough to do 
a really efficient job of penetrating 
the jaws of fish. This is not the fault 
of the manufacturers; mass produc- 
tion methods which keep hooks rea- 
sonable in price just can’t be ex- 
pected to sharpen them well. It is 
a simple matter to touch up hook 
points with a pocket hone before 
use, and to retouch them from time 
to time as needed. This will pay off 
well in increased percentage of fish 
landed, for hooking fish with dull 
hooks is like skinning them with a 


dull knife. 


Setting dull hooks requires a very 
hard strike on the part of the fisher- 
man, and with light gear such as 
spinning or fly tackle it is difficult 
to put much force into the strike. 
Then too, hard striking will actually 
tear the flesh of soft mouthed fish 
like the crappie and salt water 
trout, letting the hook drop out. 
Needle sharp hooks may be set past 
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the barb by a short jerk at the strike 
with another jerk or two for insur- 
ance after the fish has been on for a 
few seconds. 


Probably the most difficult to hook 
of all fish are tarpon from one to 
ten pounds. Their mouths are bony 
and their speed on the strike is 
flashing. If you can hook baby tar- 
pon consistently, you can hook any 
other fish with ease. Using little 
tarpon as guinea pigs, I’ve spent con- 
siderable time fooling around with 
different hook sizes and methods of 
striking. These experiments have 
shown beyond any doubt that small 
hooks land a larger percentage of 
striking fish than large ones, and 
that two or three jerks of moder- 
ate force set a hook more efficiently 
than one mighty attempt at ripping 
off a fish’s head. I also found that 
large barbs will not penetrate as 
easily or as deeply as small barbs, 
and will therefore lose more fish. 
Barbs which stand out too far may 
be partially mashed down with 
pliers, and do a better job of hook- 
ing and holding fish as a result. 


Some fishermen have the mistaken 
idea that you cannot be too quick 
with your strike when using arti- 
cial lures. I think that this may 
be true when underwater lures are 
involved, for the strike of the fish 
isn’t felt until he has actually made 
contact with the lure, but with sur- 
face lures, it’s another story. Re- 
cently I was fly fishing for bass in 
Lake Okeechobee with surface bugs, 
getting one strike after another, and 
missing them all. After each miss I 
tried to speed up my reaction, but 
I just couldn’t seem to strike fast 
enough to hook those bass. Finally, 
in disgust, I made no attempt to 
strike when a bass rose to the bug 
and found that the fish made a sort 

















of double rise, slapping at the lure 
with his tail first, then turning to 
grab it. From then on I had no 
trouble hooking the bass; all I had to 
do was delay my strike until the 
bug disappeared. 

Fish will generally break the sur- 
face of the water before making 
contact with a top water lure, and 
it is easy to react too soon and take 
the lure away from them on the 
strike. Bass, in particular, will hold 
a surface lure for several seconds 
before ejecting it as a phony, any- 
way, so it is best to strike in a slow, 
deliberate manner when surface 
fishing for them. 

Sharp hooks, not too large and 
with small barbs, used with proper 
striking techniques will go a long 
way toward increasing your catch. 
To put fish on your stringer, be sure 
they get the point. END. 
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 


Jack Shoemaker, formerly Edu- 
cation Officer for the Northwest 
Florida Division, has been ap- 
pointed State Coordinator of the 
Information and Education Di- 
vision of the Game and Fresh 


Water Fish Commission. 


Shoemaker has been an em- 
ployee of the Commission since 
June 4, 1951. He first started 
working as a staff writer for 
Florida Wildlife magazine, then 
was transferred to Panama City 
when the division offices were es- 
tablished. He succeeds Bob Dahne 
who resigned June 15. 
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BY FRED W. JONES 


“Slow trail? What’s a slow trail 
dog?” asked the man. 


We’d met this guy on the street 
and gotten into a conversation about 
dogs in general and hounds in par- 
ticular. During the talk we'd said 
something about working slow trail 
dogs on deer and that brought on 
the question. So we spent a little 
time on the next few fellows we met 
talking along the same lines and 
discovered (somewhat to our sur- 
prise) that a lot of hunters don’t 
know what a slow trail dog is and 
how one works. 


Now, we like hounds. We like 
dogs that run a trail and sing their 
jubilant songs. We like to run foxes, 
cats, coons, and even rabbits and 
deer. We like to hear hounds run, 
in other words, and we like their 
music. 


And in so doing, we like to use the 
right hound for any particular kind 
of hunting. We, for instance, like the 
walkers for foxes..It just seems to 
us that they do a better job, on the 
average, on this kind of game than 
do the strains or breeds. 

We like black and tans and red- 
bones for cat and coon hunting. 
Again they just seem to fit. On 
deer we like beagles (for running 
that is) , and of course, the same 
breed is just automatic for rabbit 
hunting. 

But in spite of the fact that we 
like to hear the hound music, there 
are times and conditions when a 
running hound is not the most use- 
ful or practical for obtaining the 
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game sought. This is particularly 
true when hunting deer in some 
areas. It is then that the “slow trail” 
dog comes into its own. 


By now, even if you’re not familiar 
with the term, it is likely that you 
have an idea of what a slow trail 
dog is. But to make it clear—a slow 
trail dog is usually a hound that 
follows a trail at a walk, sometimes 
on a leash and sometimes unre- 
strained, and which does not “open.” 


Slow trail dogs may be of any 
of the breeds or strains. They are 
fairly scarce, particularly good ones, 
and usually require quite a bit of 
training. The extra training is re- 
quired ordinarily to overcome the 
hound’s natural tendency to run a 
trail and to open while running. 


In many areas of Florida, par- 
ticularly in flat, fairly open prairie 
country, deer hunting may best be 
done with the aid of the slow trail- 
ers. In this type of country running 
hounds jump the deer and drive 
them “out of the country.” 


So the wise hunter, if he has a 
good slow trail dog available, will 
start out on the hunt, search for a 
fairly fresh trail, and then simply 
walk it out with the aid of the dog. 
Some dogs, as we said, must be kept 
on a leash to restrain them while 
others will walk out the trail just 
fast enough to keep ahead of the 
hunter. 


The idea, of course, is to follow the 
trail until one overtakes the deer, 
which is usually bedded down for 
the day. Deer hunted in this fash- 


ion do not get up until dog and 
hunter are within a few yards. 


Slow trail dogs are valuable since 
they are quite rare. Their value 
varies in direct proportion to their 
ability to trail and with the ease 
with which they may be handled. 
An eager dog which constantly 
strains at a leash can wear a hunter 
out on a long trail. A dog which 
walks calmly along with no restraint 
except an occasional word from the 
hunter is a joy and a pleasure to 
the hunter. 


We have known of several good 
slow trail dogs. One was a half 
pointer-half beagle. Another was 
half walker-half beagle. We have 
one little female beagle which works 
pretty well with some restraint. 


The pointer-beagle cross needed 
no restraint according to his owner 
and had the extra advantage of 
striking a “point” when he winded 
the deer directly. We never saw this 
dog work but he must have been a 
whiz, if we could believe his owner. 


We used to love to hear our good 
friend, “Doc’’ Hutchinson, tell about 
his walker-beagle. According to 
Doc, he could start out in the morn- 
ing with this dog, strike a trail and 
just walk it out. The dog needed 
no restraint, walking along ahead 
and looking back occasionally to 
make sure Doc was coming. 


The dog showed his interest only 
by the slow, steady flagging of his 
tail, which increased in tempo as 
the quarry was approached. Ac- 
cording to Doc, he could slow trail 
all the morning until noon, stop the 
dog with a word for lunch, at which 
time both dog and man relaxed 
while they ate a bite, and then start 
on again where they left off by sim- 
ply speaking a word to the dog. 

We could go on and on with tales 
of various slow trail dogs and their 
abilities, but because of space limi- 
tation will confine this to the above 
and the comment that although a 
slow trail dog is “hard to come by”, 
a good one is a real pleasure to 
work with and a real game getter. 
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manner of striking, stubborn weed 
boring, and general hell-raising tac- 
tics are enough to put a happy bend 
in any rod. 

The action comes fast in a good 
pickerel lake or stream. After tag- 
ging one you can count on getting 
another. The most popular fishing 
method in Florida is plug casting or 
bait fishing with a casting rod and 
reel, the ideal stick being between 
five and a half and six feet long and 
weighing about five ounces. In fly 
rods it will pay to use one with 
pretty good backbone in it. The bass 
action rod is the only safe weapon 
inasmuch as the pickerel lures are 
highly wind-resistant streamers, 
spinners and bucktails. Spinning 
rods are excellent pickerel sticks 
as they parallel the light bait cast- 
ing rods in action. 

The chain pickerel has the habit 
of lying in the shallows with his nose 
pointed shoreward if the marginal 
areas of a pond or river are free of 
heavy weed growth. Should the 
water be shallow and weed choked, 
he assumes the opposite position 
facing the deep water, but still in 
the sanctuary of the weed bed. 

I have caught as high as five and 
six “picks” from the weedy areas 
around one hole by using a method 
an old timer on Lake Tsala Apopka 
taught me. Easing the boat up to a 
large hole on the lake one day, I 
flipped a long cast across the center 
of the pool. I began to retrieve it 
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and when it was about half way 
back I had a good strike and pro- 
ceeded to land a nice pickerel of 
about three pounds. After securing 
my fish on the stringer, I resumed 
casting but couldn’t raise another 
fish. 

“Thought so,” said my fishing 
partner in the back seat. 

“Whataya mean,” I asked. 

“Can’t ever catch but one fish 
throwin’ across the pool like that,” 
he said, “scares the rest of ’em 
plumb to Sunday.” 

“What would you suggest?” I ask- 
ed seriously. 

“Son,” he said, “the next pool we 
come to I'll ease the boat around 
the edge and you toss that thing you 
call a fish bait around the edge in 
the grass ... not out in the open 
water.” 

At the next pool I tried his advice 
and caught three nice pickerel in 
half a dozen casts. Since that day 
this system has paid off greatly for 
me in the number of fish caught. 


The purpose of progressive cast- 
ing is to eliminate the chances of 
playing a fish over the lair of others 
which are certain to scurry for deep 
water when the victim splashes by. 
Such a tactic is applicable to all 
kinds of river and lake fishing but 
particularly important in pickerel 
fishing because of their tendency to 
gang up. Pickerel may strike again 
and again in the same area but this 
recklessness is characteristic of small 
fish. Big ones are disturbed very 
easily. They never crowd in schools, 
being lone wolves by nature but 
they will localize in certain areas of 
any given water. This may be due 
to the availability of food, water 
temperature, cover, or a combina- 
tion of these three, and other factors. 


After locating a productive weed 
bed or hole, the successful fisher- 
man will pick the fish off the edges, 
gradually working to the far side. 
A long cast on the first shot may 
connect but the ensuing struggle 
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will put the big ones down. Though 
the fish sometimes move around in 
the almost impenetrable center of a 
padded surface, the big ones invari- 
ably choose the rim on open water 
as feeding stations and wait in se- 
clusion for some luckless frog, min- 
now, or bug to swim by. 


Wherever one finds a group of 
pickerel fishermen they will find 
also that the argument over which 
is the best lure for taking “picks” 
is everlasting. Every fisherman has 
his own favorite lure and to try and 
say which one will take pickerel 
with the most consistency would be 
a difficult task. 


Obviously, weedless lures are in 
order for this kind of fishing. There 
is an infinite variety of spoons on the 
market—oval shaped, pear shaped, 
and shaped like a banana; in nickel, 
copper, gold, silver, red and white 
striped, or spotted finishes—any one 
of which may be teased through the 
pads without getting hung up. Be- 
sides the conventional weed guard, 
a duster of red and white feathers, 
tied over the hooks, will help to in- 
sure against fouling. 


Eventually, the fisherman will 
find the pickerel in a striking slump, 
usually caused by hard fishing or 
an over-abundance of natural foods. 
At such times the fisherman will do 
well to arouse the pickerel’s temper 
(and he has a good one) rather than 
appeal to his appetite. A surface 
plug, worked with all the action you 
can impart to it, will do the trick 
well. As a general rule, wobbling 
spoons should be retrieved rapidly; 
plugs at a moderate rate, accom- 
panied by plenty of surface dis- 
turbance; and fly rod lures slowly 
with a steady retrieve. 


The pickerel will take almost any 
fly in your book, but, like plugs and 
spoons, there are the ones that hold 
a certain peerage over the rest; for 
instance, the orange bucktail (with 
silver body), red and white bucktail, 
the mickey finn, and the yellow and 
red and white marabou streamers. 
Combined with a small gold or silver 
spinner, this assortment is deadly. 
Big bass bugs and some of the hair 
nature lures, such as bucktail frogs, 
mice, and crawfish, are good early- 
morning and late-evening producers. 


The use of surface lures are limit- 
ed by time and weather. Dull, over- 
cast days are without a doubt the 
pickerel fisherman’s “plum” because 
the “picks” consistently display an 
interest in feeding during cloudy 
weather. Oddly enough, they are 
not nocturnal feeders and very few 
are caught at night. There are the 
exceptions of course; I have heard 
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of some caught at night, but they 
are rare. It will pay the pickerel 
fisherman to quit at sundown. 


The use of wire leaders is entirely 
a matter of opinion. Personally, I 
don’t think they are a necessary part 
of the pickerel fisherman’s tackle. 
The wire leader’s advantage in 
strength is offset by the unlifelike 
appearance it produces when hang- 
ing on the end of a plug. As in all 
types of angling, the more natural 
and. unattached the lure appears, 
the better are your chances of bring- 
ing a big fish to net. The pickerel’s 
teeth are both sharp and numerous, 
but I have yet to see one lost be- 
cause of it cutting the leader. By 
keeping your line taut and your 
quarry moving toward open water 
the fish is not in a gripping position 
to rip terminal tackle. 

For bait casting, a 5 or 6 ft. level 
nylon leader of 10-lb. test, and, for 
fly fishing, an 8-lb. test, 6 to 9 ft. 
leader, will handle pickerel nicely. 
By tying a small end loop in both 
line and leader and joining the two 
you will have a smooth connection 
that will pass through the guides 
freely. 

In spinning, the monofilament line 
in itself will serve well as a leader, 
but, if you are using braided spin- 
ning line, a nylon leader of the same 
length as used for bait casting and 
of 5 to 8 lb. test, depending on your 
line test, will work well. The busi- 
ness end of your leader, properly 
swiveled and snapped, will take up 
any twist from wobbling baits. 

Why the pickerel is snubbed by 
Florida anglers is hard for me to 
understand. They are abundant; 
they will hit readily most anything 
a fisherman can throw them; they 
are terrific fighters on any kind of 
tackle; and on the table they are 
delicious. That’s right . . . delicious! 






Visit— 


Coburn Grocery—Meats 

R. O. Jones—Real Estate 

Hay’s Pure Service Station 

Sparkman—Department Store 

Hough Amoco Service Statieon—Fishing Tackle 
and Supplies 

Stop—N—Eat Restaurant 

Sylvan Glen Motor Court—Member AAA 


CRYSTAL 


Fresh 


For Full Information Write to: 


Chamber of Commerce of West Citrus County 
Crystal River, Florida 


THE FOLLOWING MERCHANTS WILL GLADLY SERVE YOU: 


You’ve probably heard different, 
haven’t you? This is the one factor, 
I believe, that has contributed most 
to the unpopularity of the pickerel 
or jack. Somehow a rumor was 
spread that the pickerel was not 
good eating. This rumor is entirely 
false! The meat is sweet, white and 
flaky and, personally, I think as 
good or better than the meat of black 
bass. 


They have numerous bones, but 
these are small obstacles to a hungry 
fisherman. If you will cut into the 
flesh of each fish about every two 
inches of its length on both sides, 
preparatory to putting them in the 
oven, the heat will soften the small 
bones and they may be eaten un- 
noticeably. They are best when 
baked. 

I strongly urge that all Florida 
fishermen give this fine game fish 
a try. He is plentiful and the best 
places I know of to do battle with 
him are the Withlacoochee River, 
and its branches, and Lake Tsala 
Apopka, which is composed of more 
wonderful fishing water than a man 
could fish in a lifetime. 

The limit on these fish in Florida 
is 25, boys, so go on out and help 
yourself to a wonderful game fish, 
the chain pickerel ... alias... “the 
jack”. END. 


PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 











RIVER 


Unparalleled Sy 
and Salt Water Fishing 








Texaco Service Station—Texaco Products 
Builders Supply Co. 
Dixon Hotel—The Fisherman’s Hotel—Member 


Aiken’s Motor Court 

Barco & Daniels—Salt Water Fish and 
Oysters 

Allen’s Dry Cleaner Shop 
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TUNE IN 

If you live in Florida you can hear FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR every week. 
Recently seven new stations have been 
added to the list of those already carrying 
the programs. These include: WWPF, Palat- 
ka; WSIR, Winter Haven; WIPC, Lake 
Wales; WJCM, Sebring; WSUN, St. Peters- 
burg; WMMB, Melbourne; WIRA, Ft. 
Pierce. This means that 36 of the 43 cities 
in Florida having radio stations are now 
carrying our program every week. In addi- 
tion, two Southeast Alabama stations and 
five South Georgia stations are co-operating. 
Consult your local newspapers for the time 
of the programs. 

This is Guy Hamilton speaking for FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR! 


GUNS REPAIRED 


@Parts made for Modern 
and Obsolete. 


@Reblued, Refinished. 


@Repairs Made 
On All Makes 
Rods and Reels. 


eMail Order 
Business 
Handled 
Promptly. 


“Opposite the Post Office” 


Florida Gun and Lock Service 


408 Zack St. TAMPA, FLORIDA Ph. 251251 





FISHING AND HUNTING 
REASONABLE RATES 


Tee OASIS 
3 


MODERN CABINS 
FURNISHED COMPLETE 
Hot and Cold Running Water 
Innerspring Mattresses 
24 BOATS ® MOTORS ® GUIDES 
AND LIVE BAIT AT ALL TIMES 


For Reservations Write 
THE OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Fla. 





MILLER’ 
BREWING 
co. 
MILWAUKEE, 
WIS, 


. ‘ : : 


L. A. HOLMAN, Distributor 
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Public. If the fish is marred in any 
way by a previous hook or by de- 
formity, it is disqualified. 

Information, pictures, etc., con- 
cerning the fish and the catch, along 
with 10 yards of the line used, should 
be sent to the International Game 
and Fish Association. A test of the 
line will be made and the informa- 
tion investigated. If the entry is ac- 
cepted, as a world’s record, a certifi- 
cate to this effect will be presented 
by the Association. 

Yes, every salt water fisherman 
dreams of landing a record breaker 
... but getting the job done, well 
that’s another story. 

Editor’s note: Roy H. Martin, 
Panama City, is a well known fish 
authority and holder of two world 
records. He has informed us that he 
hopes to gain three more records 
this summer (in the amberjack and 
bonita categories.) His wife, Delores, 
is also striving for recognition in the 
women’s field. Roy has expressed 
confidence that she will land a 
record breaker in either the bass, 
flounder or amberjack categories. 
Both of these fishing enthusiasts are 
out almost every day trying for the 
big ones. END. 


Haex tare 


2S SoS THE, CHAMPAGNE OF BOTTLE .BEER 3°: SS 


* Jacksonville, Florida 








as the pilots weighed anchor and set 
their course for home. 
While taking a side trip up the 


Silver River, the crew members 
spotted monkeys in the trees, egrets 
and herons wheeling overhead, al- 
ligators sunning on the sandbars, 
and turtles plopping off of logs. 

At Silver Springs, 50 boats from 
the Orlando Outboard Club were 
already moored. A short interlude 
of visiting and boat talk was fol- 
lowed by lunch. 

The last water leg from the springs 
to Eureka was 25 miles. At Eureka 
the loading was a little faster than 
the launching with all hands help- 
ing. Trailer lights were burning be- 
fore the last of the caravan hit 
Jacksonville. 

The round trip was completed 
without a major accident. A few 
props were bent from contact with 
logs, turtles, and big gars. A few 
pilots got off the course and started 
up the wrong creeks, but were soon 
back on the beam. Sam Baker, St. 
Augustine commander, was in for 
some friendly ribbing when his mo- 
tor conked out after the first 300 
yards, and he was forced to make 
the trip in a friend’s boat. 

All in all the boatcade was a great 
success ... a big turnout, and a lot 
of fun for all. The “captains” in log- 
ging the trip in their big book of 


“Memories” appended an appropri- 
ate “all’s well.” END 
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KI’S 
At Your Dealer or Write: 


HARRY SCUDDER 
P. O. Box 2176 Pensacola, Fla. 


VACATION — FISH — RELAX 


at Panasoffkee’s finest fishing’ camp. Modern, 
clean cottages, electric kitchens, large airy 


living rooms, bedrooms, private baths. Clean, 
dry boats, 1950 Johnson Motors, guides, fish- 
ing tackle. Write— 


HELFER’S COTTAGES 
Panasoffkee, Fla. Ph. Bushnell 2922 
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a party of surveyors shot a large 
crocodile near Biscayne Bay, on the 
Florida east coast. One of the men 
kicked the wounded crocodile, think- 
ing it dead. Although severely in- 
jured, the crocodile lunged at the 
man and seized him at mid-body. 
The man later died from the in- 
juries received. The crocodile was 
left for dead, but a local resident, 
hearing of the incident, brought it 
in and nursed it back to health. 
Eventually it was sold to the Rep- 
tile Institute at Silver Springs, 
where it grew to a length of 15 feet. 
It was named “Old Zulu”, and was 
viewed by thousands of visitors. 
Early in 1952, this crocodile man- 
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FISHING TACKLE 
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ROSS ALLEN’S REPTILE INSTITUTE 


Silver Springs, Florida 


OCHLOCKONEE SHORES 


— ON MASHES ISLAND — 
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82 Waterfront Lots 
80’ WIDE BY 275’ DEEP 
Mouth of Ochlockonee Bay 


Situated near some of Florida’s finest 


deep sea and flat’s fishing grounds. 
High shaded lots on paved state high- 
way. 35 miles south of Tallahassee. 


PRICE $1,200.00 
Terms can be arranged. 


e 8 86 
For particulars write: 


A. N. WATSON 
Monticello, Florida 
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aged to thrust its wedge-shaped 
snout between two of the logs 
which separated its pen from that 
of a giant alligator. The ’gator seized 
the crocodile by the head and began 
rolling and twisting. The alligator 
was much the heavier and stronger 
of the two, and inflicted fatal in- 
juries on the crocodile. The carcass 
of the crocodile measured 15 feet 
in length and weighed 1200 pounds. 
It is shown in the accompanying 
photograph, just before the authors 
began the arduous task of skinning 
and mounting it. 


A great many people ask, “What’s 
the difference between an alligator 
and a crocodile?” Actually, there are 
two kinds of alligators, one in China 
and another in the United States. 
Also, there are many kinds of croco- 
diles in various tropical regions. 
Usually the question has reference 
to the American alligator and the 
Florida crocodile, which differ in 
many ways. The snout of the croco- 
dile is long and tapering, as shown 
in the photo inset, upper left. In con- 
trast, the ’gator’s snout is wide and 
blunt, as illustrated in the upper 
center inset. The young crocodile 
is light greenish-gray with black 
bands, while the baby ’gator is black 
with yellow bands. The alligator is 
proportionately much heavier and 
stronger than the crocodile; it has 
been truthfully said that the alli- 
gator is built for strength and the 
crocodile for speed. 


There is a widespread belief that 
the crocodile opens its mouth by 
moving the upper jaw, and the ’gator 
by moving the lower. This is com- 
pletely untrue, however; the jaws 
of the two operate in exactly the 
same way. 


Crocodiles are found almost en- 
tirely in salt or brackish water, 
while alligators are usually seen in 
fresh water. However, ’gators do in- 
habit brackish marshes and lagoons, 
and occasionally are found in truly 
salt water. In some parts of Florida, 
alligators and crocodiles are found 
together. There is no reason to be- 
lieve they are “deadly enemies”. Of 
course, a big bull ’gator would drive 
off any crocodile that trespassed on 
its territory; but he would also 
drive off or even kill any smaller 
alligator as well. 





Editor’s note: Several inquiries 
have been received from readers 
who missed this column in the May 
and June issues. We are happy to 
report that Ross Allen and “Doc” 
Neil are again on the ball and 
“Know Your Reptiles” will be a reg- 
ular feature in futures issues of 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 
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JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 


PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and STEAKS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS ® MOTORS @® GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
-CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 


“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 


HUNTING ® FISHING © CARVING 
MILITARY ® THROWING 


Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 
quality and workmanship obtainable. ’’! 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.”’ 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 
Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 


and instructive knife manual. Fighting 
Knife booklet, 50c. 


THE PELICAN HOTEL 


ON THE ST. LUCIE RIVER 
STUART, FLORIDA 
WM. V. KING, Manager 
* 


Private Swimming Pool 
Municipal Golf and Tennis 
Sailfishing 
River and Bay Trolling and Casting 
Special Summer Rates for Families 
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Write for Large Free Map of the 
- Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds 
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my choice bait tidbits, so, I finally 
decided to return the “favor” by 
ignoring the bass. 

I put aside my rod and took up 
my bream pole, attached a nice 
squirmy worm on the small hook 
and dropped it into an opening be- 
tween the lily pads. Then I sat back 
on the boat seat and prepared to re- 
lax, feeling that I didn’t have to be 
quite so tense while waiting for a 
bream to find my worm. 

I was idly looking down through 
the clear water when, all of a sud- 
den, I saw a huge shadow flash by. 
My bobber went under and the light 
pole was almost snatched out of 
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Marine Engines 
Marine Hardware 
Chris-Craft Motor Boats 


D. M. WITHERILL CO. 
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Pensacola, Fla. 


FOR EXCELLENT FISHING 
VISIT 
LAKE LOCHLOOSA 
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CABINS * BOATS * MOTORS 


TYSON'S 
FISHING CAMP 


LOCHLOOSA, FLORIDA 
Highway 301 
FISH MORE—LIVE LONGER 


JESSE COOK’S 


SEA FOOD GRILL 


Seafood for Every Taste 


TARPON DOCKS 
221 East Beach Drive 


Panama City, Florida 





my hands. I figured I must have 
hooked a very large bream. Then, 
when I started to pull him in, the 
fun began. 

My pole bent alarmingly and I 
knew this was no bream. Through 
my mind flashed all the things I 
had been told to do to land a bass, 
but the uppermost thought was one 
of determination to get this guy. I 
knew the odds were against me ... 
small hook, slender pole, only about 
ten feet of line. But I played him. 
My boat is a 12 ft. aluminum job, 
very light. I played him through 
the lillies, out into the open water. 
There I gave him his head, and he 
pulled me and the boat. When he 
would head over toward the lily pads 
again, I would drop the paddle and 
steer us away. I had the pole braced 
against my chest, not daring to 
pull, and yet trying to keep a tight 
line. 


The bag limit for a day’s catch of | 
game fish is 25, and no more than 8 _ 
of ‘em can be black bass. That's — 
enough, Brother, tomorrow’s another 
aor , 

—Finny Wildlife. 
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Finally, after what seemed hours 
to me (actually only about 20 min- 
utes or so), I noticed he was slow- 
ing down. With my heart beating 
a tattoo against my ribs, I slowly 
eased him up to the boat and reached 
down and caught him under the 
gills. After I had pulled him safely 
into the boat, he immediately re- 
vived and made a last desperate, 
lunging fight for life ... before I 
sat down on top of him. I was keep- 
ing this fish! 

He had swallowed the small hook, 
so I suppose that is the reason I 
managed to catch him. How I had 
hooked him was of small importance 
then though, for I was too busy ad- 
miring this prize that was all mine. 
Thrill? Elation? Pride? ... No, these 
are only words ... Only you who 
have held up and admired your own 
first monstrous black bass can know 
how I felt. 

I hurried back to camp where my 
husband was just getting in. I have 
learned since from reliable sources 
that there was some fancy strutting 
on my part as I carried my prize to 
the scales. A 12 pounder! What a 
beauty he was! 

I don’t care any more ... let the 
rest of the bass continue their fin- 
icky choosing of my husband’s lures. 
Maybe I'll always be an amateur, 
but I DID HAVE MY DAY, and 
no other bass, no matter how large, 
will ever replace that first one in 
my memories. END. 


UNCLE RUFUS 


(Continued from Page 5) | 


— ee 


This club is now in the process 
of organizing a rifle club within its 
organization and has already made 
plans for using a rifle range in Pan- 
ama City. Freddy Quick is presi- 
dent of this club while the wildlife 
officers assisting are Arthur Nixon 
and S. P. McDonald. 

* * 


* 


Leon County Junior Sportsmen’s 
Club 

The Junior Club in the Capital 
City has gone on one fishing trip 
and doggie roast to Cypress Lake 
and have scheduled another fishing 
trip and skish contest for May 31 on 
the East River, near St. Marks. An- 
other future activity will be a rifle 
shooting contest slated for June 21. 
Just recently, the club saw a movie 
“Shooting Safety” and heard a talk 
by Stacey Coggins, Executive Offi- 
cer of the Tallahassee Rifle and Pis- 
tol Club, on the handling of firearms 
in preparation for the coming shoot. 
Bob Jordan is President, with Wild- 
life Officers Doug Hopkins and Jess 
Harrison assisting. 


When in Stuart, Florida 


Stop at 
RIVERVIEW COURT 
Excellent Rooms — Quiet 


1 BLOCK OFF U.S. #1 
ON ST. LUCIE RIVER 





RIVERVIEW COURT 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Ketcham, Owners 


LANE PARK 
COTTAGES 


P. GC. Box 647—Tavares, Florida 
LOCATED ON LAKE HARRIS 
@ 
BOATS, BAIT, MODERN COTTAGES 


W. C. WILLINGHAM, Owner 
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Dead Lakes Junior Sportsmen’s 
Club 


Learning about poisonous snakes 
and the treatment of snake bite were 
subjects for discussion at a recent 
meeting of the Wewahitchka organi- 
zation. It is expected that these boys 
will soon take part in a roughfish 
eradication program to take place 
in the Dead Lakes and the Apalachi- 
cola River just as soon .as possible. 
President E. J. Land has three good 
advisers, Clinton Smith and William 
Martin, teachers at the local school, 


and H. O. Pridgeon, Wildlife Officer. 


* %* * 


Pensacola Junior Sportsmen’s 


Club 


The last of the six clubs to be 
organized in Northwest Florida, the 
Pensacola outfit is coming along fine 
under the able assistance of Wild- 
life Officer Malcolm McCoy. While 
the club was on the way to Riley’s 
fish camp on the Escambia River for 
a fishing trip, two turkeys were 
flushed up in front of the trucks 
giving all the fellows quite a thrill. 
The club was recently the recipient 
of $25 donated to them by the Pen- 
sacola Anglers and Hunters Club, 
the senior organization in that town. 
Jimmy Chadwick is the president. 
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“They‘re getting so tame they'll come 
right up and feed you.” 





Florida Industrial School Junior 
Sportsmen’s Clubs 

Members of both the white and 
colored clubs in the FIS near Mari- 
anna shared in the rigging of cane- 
poles for the children’s fishathon 
held in Tallahassee on Lake Ella on 
June 6. A plea for equipment for 
the boys in these clubs was over- 
whelming with many fine contribu- 
tions of fishing tackle from sports- 
men throughout the State. Chief 
contributors included Earl Christo- 
pher, Ruskin, Fla.; Charles Schill- 





ing, Jensen Beach, Fla.; South Bend 
Bait Company; Sportsmen’s Acces- 
sories, Inc.; Weezel Bait Company, 
and many others. All these fine rods, 
reels, artificial lures, bait boxes, line, 
fishing caps, etc., will be used as 


(Turn Page) 


Jimmy Boudet, Vero Beach, shot this big 
wildcat last winter. 


Gow WALLION-DOLLAR CHECK | 





Here’s the latest Florida Power & Light 
Company promotion for helping increase 


summer business in Florida — million-dollar vaca- 
tion checks to send to friends and relatives up north. 


This check is one of a series of year-round promotions 
aimed at selling ALL FLORIDA to more and more 
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people... both tourists and residents. 


FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 






for helping build Plovida! 


WRITE YOUR OWN CHECK! 


A sheet of these checks is 
bound in this issue, thanks 
to the fine cooperation of 
the publishers. 


MAKE IT $1,000,000.00 
Spread the news of Florida’s golden 
opportunities. Send MILLION: 
DOLLAR CHECKS to your friends, 
and you'll be... 
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COTTAGES 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 











fide Gealor’e trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on double barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns, New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


DOGS FOR SALE 





nels. Oklawaha, Fila. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


WEIMARANERS — Champion Capt. Flint, Graf- 
mar’s Silva Debut, AKC. Bred. Whelping July 4. 
The Sportsman’s dog. Mrs. C. T. Dawson, Daw- 
son’s Fishing’ Camp, Rattlesnake, Fla. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild Ducks, 
Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varieties. DAVIS & 
GIST, McIntosh, Fla. Florida permit No. 25, Fed- 
eral No. 33208. 


INVESTMENTS SALES 
Beautiful private sandbottom lake, on 72 acres, 
34 mile from US 441. Good swimming and fishing. 
Perfect homesite or good development possibili- 
ties. More acreage adjoining available. Price, 
$12,000.—Willson, Nichols & Company, 926 Silver 
Springs Blvd., Ocala, Florida. 


Wildlife Cvadi ng Post 


fhe Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed fer SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisememts 15¢ 2 word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 werds er $2.25. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers eeunt as words. (Ne blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
te: Wildlife Trading Pest, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 












FOR SALE 


FISH BAIT 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


GREY CRICKETS—THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per 
hundred postpaid. Take BREAM and SHELL- 
CRACKERS. Dealers Wanted. LUCKY LURE 
CRICKET, Leesburg, Florida. 


MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 


3 DOZ. INSECT REPELLENT (Government Sur- 
plus) 2 Oz. Shipped prepaid $3.00. Write Miller 
Distributing Co., Albany, Georgia. 


ENLARGEMENTS from Your Favorite Hunting- 
Fishing Negatives. 10 for $1.00. TRAINER, Box 
1871, Orlando, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sportsman’s 
Paradise, fishing camps, river front homes, 
groves, business opportunities. E. J. TeRONDE. 
Crescent City, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE, BUSINESS PROPERTIES 


HOLSHOUSER REALTY CO.—New location, 329 
Fifth St. South.—Real Estate, Loans, Rentals.— 
Phone 17-2469, St. Petersburg 5, Florida. 


FOR SALE 


FURNISHED COTTAGE on Alligator Harbor. 
Large porch overlooking Gulf of Mexico. Kitchen 
completely furnished with electric stove and re- 
frigerator. Deep well with excellent drinking 
water. Johnson outboard motor and boat included. 
Excellent salt water fishing and swimming. Total 
price $3,600.00—Terms. Busching-Cotten Realtor, 
117 East Park Ave., Tallahassee, Fla. Phone 2-4508. 





prizes in the various shooting and 
fishing contests to be held in the 
future. The first trip is expected to 
be a fishing trip along the banks of 
the Apalachicola River. 


Wildlife Officers Joe Dykes, Sam 
Hunter and Fred Jackson are help- 
ing these clubs along with Ted 
Lewis, head of the white club, while 
Carl Crenshaw leads the colored 


group. 


Although these Clubs are being 
organized as rapidly as possible, it 
will be several months before all 
areas of the State are fully covered. 


SCRUGGS QUAIL FEEDERS 


® Proved Effectively in 44 States 

® Keeps Feed Safe from Hogs, 
Cattle and Rain 

For Complete Information, Write... 


SCRUGGS QUAIL FEEDERS 


5205 Nebraska Ave. TAMPA, FLA. 





Any young sportsmen who are in- 
terested in this program and do not 
have a club in their city should con- 
tact their local Wildlife Officer or 
the State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission for information. 
END. 








*I think all the FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
covers have been excellent. I also enjoyed 
the pictures which appeared on the outside 
back cover. Good as your photographic 
covers were, however, the original paintings 
you are now using are even more _inter- 
esting. 


The quaintness of Carolyn Henry’s work 
is very appealing. In its subdued coloring, 
it suggests work which might have been 
done a hundred years ago. 


Artemis Skevakis in her painting of a 
panther has caught that elusive, all-impor- 
tant something which even well-established 
artists often miss. The eyes are almost hyp- 
notic. I wonder if she, herself, realizes 
how well she has succeeded in capturing 
the very soul of the animal. 

FELIX PFEIFER 
Chicopee, Mass. 


“More “bokays” for Carolyn and Artemis, 
this time from an experienced illustrator. 


HELP! 


Do you like the paintings that have been 
used on recent issues of Florida Wildlife? 
Would you prefer to see color photos of 
Florida wildlife? We want you readers to 
help decide our policy concerning cover 
material for 1953. Send us your opinion. 

—ED. 


WILDLIFE BOOSTER 

Not until this past week while visiting 
Wm. P. (Baldy) May, Salt Springs, did I 
know Florida put out such as “Wildlife.” 

I enclose check for $3.00. Please enter 
my subscription as of the June issue; also 
send for one year to my fishing compan- 
ions up “Nawth” for a like period. 

Recently I made a trip into the Glades 
with George Espenlaub. He knows his 
“frontiers.” 

CLIFFORD W. HAGEMEYER 
Delray Beach 


FLORIDA VACATION PLANNED 


* Although I am a little late getting FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE in Honolulu, I just read 
the March issue. I rather enjoyed the story 
“Duck Massacre,” being a former resident 
of Okaloosa County. I look forward to 
being in that area around the middle of 
July. 

My husband is looking forward to hunt- 
ing and fishing as he has never been to 
Florida before. 

Lt(jg) BESSIE A. TAYLOR 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


No doubt the Lieutenant’s husband is in 
for a real vacation when he finds out that 
those fish are just as big as FLORIDA 
WILDLIF E has been describing them. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 











RATES: $1.50 per line, minimum ad $4.50, cash with order. 
advance, deduct 5%; 6-time ads paid in advance, deduct 10%; 12-time ads paid in advance, deduct 20%. 
Address FLORIDA WILDLIFE, Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission, Tallahassee, Florida. Published Ist each 
month. Copy must be in 15 days prior to publishing date. 


Cll Florida. 
PORTSMENS GUIDE 


tie CAMPS: BOATS: MOTORS 
TACK LE~> GUNS: PARTS: SERVICE 








CONTRACT TERMS: For 3-time ads paid in 


FIND IT HERE—IN THE COUNTY YOU SELECT FOR YOUR SPORTING PLEASURE 





DADE COUNTY 


Everything for the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 


BAY CITY LODGE, Hunting and Fishing. Boats, 
motors, cabins, guides, bait and tackle. Dining- 
room service. Contact Jimmy Waddell, Box 172, 


Apalachicola, Fla., Phone 320 W. 


GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 


Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 


Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. Complete 

Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Out- 
board Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Informa- 
tion. Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 





GADSDEN COUNTY 


HAMN’S FISH CAMP on Lake Talquin. Cabins, 


boats and motors, information about fish and 
fishing. Gilbert Hamn, Rte. 3, Quincy, Fla. 


LEON COUNTY 





MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. Light dry 
boats, Bait, Motors and Tackle. 742 miles North 
of Tallahassee. Phone 2-7872. 





Descouer “Famous 


LAKE TSALA APOPKA 


HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
CITRUS COUNTY 





FINE FISHING * GOOD LIVING 


The following merchants and camp owners will serve you: 


ROE’S FISHING COTTAGES 
New — Modern — DeLuxe 
All Electric Kitchens 


OGLE’S CAMP 
Cabins — Boats 


LAKESIDE SUPER-MARKET 


Meats — Groceries 


Kodak Films —- Magazines 


ROBERT’S CAFE 
Excellent Meals 


ACME HARDWARE COMPANY 


Fishing Tackle 
Fishing Licenses 


SHEFFIELD’S GROCERY & SERVICE STATION 
Standard Oil Products — Groceries 


MILEY’S GULF SERVICE 


24-Hour Service 

Road Service Garage 
HILL’S GRILL 

Fine Food 


JAMES TEESLINK 
Real Estate 


HICKORY BAR-B-Q DRIVE-IN 


Excellent Food 


HICKORY LODGE 


Cabins — Boats — Motors 


HERKOMER’S CAMP 
Modern Cabins — On the Lake 


SUTTON’S LODGE 
Modern Cabins — Boats — Bait 


ARCHER’S COTTAGES 

Cabins — Boats — Motors 
PARADISE COTTAGES 

Modern Cabins — Boats — Motors 


TOMBERLIN’S LAKESIDE COTTAGES 


Modern Cottages — Boats — Motors 


Gas and Electric Kitchens 


ON HIGHWAY 41 AND 200 




















Paradise Point Vj a; 
Crysta] River, F lorida, 
Summer Season 
rs : 
f the cooling clear wate Dear Folks | 
fountainhead o ; is the We Proud] announce the Opening of Florida’s ‘ 
Bay, mmer fishing 1 most fascinating restaurant and lounge — he Tall 
tal River - where su Tales Terrace, crowning glory of the Po; t 
rys 
of C ‘f d Few luxury Spots combine a more Magnificent 
‘ lorida. View, distinguish d *ppointments along with €xce]- 
finest in F ‘f d ‘lla nestled lent Cuisine at honest Prices, : fe 
° V | 
rt elegantly furnishe f Here js Nature’s Own air-c nditioning, Fed by 7 | 
Your sma ‘ lete Waldorf- tremendous springs, beautify] Kings Bay Maintains WY ‘ 
osphere is comp a COnstant 72.4 degrees the year round. A gentle ie. 
. South Sea atm ig le on Gulf breeze does it. pe 
IM a SO i t the best peop ler ae 
: fort. You ll mee The Tal] Tales Terrace jg Out of this orld. 4 can 
Astoria com ; : It costs little tiled terrace ks the lighted Poo d fountain i Lae 
very minute. Otters actually sy, into the dinin Toom. The honda = 
b ach and love e Tahiti Lounge accommodates televisio > Piano, 4 | ene 
the be a small librar and car room. You dine, Overlooking 3 bg 
“so first class. an expanse of new sand beach With a ack-dro | td eg 
more to go laeviey of exotic, balm-studded islands, Jf’, truly Paradise IMm< 
. vo 
Myers, Manager, Crysta SAM PICKARD. Owner = 
Bess ’ r 
we ations, or write for folde 
rv ? 
2801 for e 


issing. 
the fun youve been missing 





